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book, Paul de Lagarde, Erinnerungen aus seinem Leben (Gottingen, 
1894). In his theological views he was during his lifetime understood 
and appreciated by only a few, who considered him "one of the most 
godfearing men that ever trod this earth," while others proclaimed 
him the type of "the sin against the Holy Ghost." That the former 
view is gaining ground more and more is one of the most hopeful 
indications of the development and progress of a truly religious spirit. 
— W. Muss-Arnolt. 

Die religionspkilosophischen Pramissen der Schleiermacherschen Glau- 
benslehre. Von Gottfried Thiimmel. (Hanover und Leipzig : Hahnsche 
Buchhandlung, 1902; pp. 88; M. 1.50.) This booklet, though its 
theme is becoming hackneyed, is nevertheless of considerable interest, 
especially in view of the commonly felt need of a reconstruction of 
Christian dogma. Schleiermacher was a pioneer in this field and 
attempted to erect a new dogmatic upon a new conception of religion. 
The author considers Schleiermacher's work as largely the outcome of 
a threefold conflict : (1) between practical utilitarianism and aesthetic 
idealism ; (2) between rationalism and mysticism and intuition ; (3) 
between formalism and individualism. After presenting the philosophy 
of religion underlying Schleiermacher's Glaubenslehre, the author tests 
its consistency with his view of the problem of dogmatic, and his doc- 
trines of God, Christ, and the church. The book is a more valuable 
aid to students of historical theology than some of the ponderous 
works on the same subject, but I think that the author, like most writers 
on Schleiermacher's theology, mostly overlooks the influence of the 
great theologian's personal history and experiences in the formation 
of his theological views. — George Cross. 

Two Centuries of Christian Activity at Yale. Edited by J. B. 
Reynolds, S. H.Fisher, H. B.Wright. (New York: Putnam, 1901; 
pp. 367; $1.40.) After the introduction by President Cyrus Northrop 
follow fifteen chapters written by Yale men most competent to discuss 
the religious life of our ancient university. No brief summary can do 
justice to this profoundly significant story. Those who fear that devo- 
tion to scholarship is inconsistent with vigorous, sane, and sincere 
piety should gather courage from this volume. To those who have 
responsibility for the organization and stimulation of religious activity 
in younger institutions these chapters will prove very helpful and 
instructive, for they recite the unfolding of almost every form of 
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experiment which it is possible to try. The mistakes and failures are 
as frankly and honestly told as the successes. One does not need to 
be a Yale graduate, only a patriot, a lover of his kind, a scholar, and a 
Christian, to sincerely rejoice that such a history could be told. Pastors 
who wish to understand the spiritual wants of young men, especially 
students, will find this discussion richly suggestive. The historical 
student will see the successive phases of religious thought and life of 
the community reflected in the story of a college church and congre- 
gation. On the whole, the prospects of a rational and morally earnest 
Christian life were never more favorable than at present. — Charles 
Richmond Henderson. 

Der christliche Goitesbegriff itn Sinne der gegenwdrtigen evangelisch- 
lutherischen Kirche. Von Georg Schnedermann. (Leipzig : Deichert, 
1901; pp. xiii-f-273; M. 5.) This is the second part of the author's 
Darstellung des christlichen Glaubens, the first part of which appeared 
in 1899. Four more parts are yet to appear. Schnedermann repre- 
sents the aspect of Schleiermacher's method developed by Frank. His 
task, therefore, is to set forth the content of the historically condi- 
tioned religious consciousness of a typical Lutheran. His assertions 
concerning God are inferences from the personal judgment : " I have 
communion with God." The historic creeds and the teachings of 
Scripture and of Christ give confirmatory evidence. While rejecting 
the presuppositions of orthodox dogmatics, Schnedermann is decidedly 
conservative in his general conclusions. The book has the warmth 
and eloquence of a personal testimony; but scientifically it is defective 
in its failure to pass convincingly from subjective assurance to objec- 
tive reality, while diffuseness and frequent repetitions make serious 
demands on the reader's patience. — Zeitgedanken uber die heilige 
Taufe. Von Georg Stosch. (Gutersloh : Bertelsmann, 1902 ; pp. 95 ; 
M. 1.20.) The author laments the growing tendency to depreciate 
the significance of baptism, and defends the orthodox Lutheran con- 
ception by appeals to Scripture and to history. If it is necessary to 
employ such fast and loose reasoning to sustain the author's position, 
the prevalent indifference, of which he complains, is a sign of greater 
common-sense than the book displays. — Der Begriff der christlichen 
Erfahrung hinsichtlich seiner Verwendbarkeit in der Dogmatik untersucht. 
Von H. Sogemeier. (Gutersloh : Bertelsmann, 1902 ; pp.80; M. 1.20.) 
No theology today can be written without assigning an important 
place to Christian experience. The author of this pamphlet attempts 



